(CONFIDENTIAL. } 


NATIVE 


FOR THE 


Week ending the 5th July 1890. 


(No. 27 of 1800.) 


REPORT 


PAPERS 


CONTENTS : 
Page. Page. 
I1.—Forr1en Po.itics. The roads in a village in Dhubri, Assam ... co 620 
The proposed Dacca-Goalundo Tramway ... soe OO. 
Lord Salisbury’s African policy ea wv ORe — of tickets on the Central Bengal Railway on 
ine eee ee6e eee eee ee@ 
, Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION, The proposed Dacca-Shivalaya Tramway on: 7 
The drainage of certain villages in the Uluberia sub- 
(a)—Police— division of the Howrah district eee oo 90, 
| : The stations on the Noakhally station line a 
Police reform eee eee eee eee ¢ . 
Police reform +00 aes ia «. 613 | (4)—General— 
Highway robbery near Ranigunge ‘es roe 00. — 
The Berhampore murder case .. ons vee 0D. The Subordinate Medical Service aes re. 
Police reform ae a a Postal Service at Bagnan in the Uluberia sub-division 
A dacoity in a village in the Uluberia sub-division ... 614 of the Howrah district ee as ove 
Budmashes in certain quarters of Calcutta oo Oe The Sub-Registrar of Uluberia i oun Oo 
Dacoities in the river at Dacca a vee 00. 
Police reform ne —— i vee 00. IIL.—LzEa@isLatTive. 
Dacoity in the districts of Howrah and Hooghly ... 1b. 
Increase of crime in India and police reform .., roe 80. The proposed Cattle Trespass Law eee soe 90. 
The proposed amendment of the Revenue Sale Law... 623 
(b)— Working of the Courts— Mr. Cotton in the Bengal Council ‘ve cco 680. 
Mr. Handley’s decision in the case against the police i 1V.—Native Srares. 
— sa ae ies se Cashmere ae ose 00s roe 1. 
(c)Jails— 
V.—PxosPkcts oF THE OROPS AND CONDITION OF 
The Jail Department ne ~ ae THE PEOPLE. : 
(i)—Education— Nil. 
Mr. Nash as Registrar of the Calcutta University ... 1. V i.—MIsceLLangzous. 
The Arts Examination Enquiry Committee ... 616 
Baboo Raj Krishna Mookerjee’s History of Bengal .. 10. The Doorga Puja holidays _... ves ve 00, 
The text-books in Physics for the F, A. candidates ... 4b. The accounts of the Burdwan Raj Estate vo. 624 
Education among the Mahomedans = i - The case of Pundit Hridayanarayana of Cawnpore ... 4b. 
Improved prospects of Mahomedan education oo 617 Baboo Amrita Lal Roy’s letter +00 woe 00. 
Selection of examiners by the Calcutta University ... 4b. The Congress and the officials ... tee 1 96. 
Tue establishment of a technical school by the Rung- Baboo Amrita Lal Roy “ees oS 
pore District Board bs .. 618 | Mr. Hopkins of Moradabad and official loyalty — ... 625 
The Text-Book Committee _... ee ... 4), | River encroachment in the Uluberia sub-division of 
- the Howrah district os on on 
(e)Local Self-Government and Municipal Adminis- The people of India and their English rulers “oe * 
tration — Baboos Amrita Lal Roy and Surendra Nath Banerjee... 626 
| The Post-master of Sonarung ia the Dacca district .., id. 
The proposed latrine-tax in the Burdwan Manicipa- Baboos Amrita Lal Roy and Surendra Nath Banerjee 627 
lity ... _ ae oe a Baboo Ashutosh Sarkar, Deputy Magistrate of Dacca, 
The Santipore Municipality ... see  - and Baboo Jogendra Nath Mookerjee, Sub-Deputy 
ir Steuart Bayley and the rate-payers’ memorial .,. 619 Collector of Madhubani _... i a 
Sir Steuart Bayley and the memorial of the Calcutta Sir Steuart Bayley and the indigo disputes a a 
rate-payers wes me Re ooo 80, Prostitutes on the river bank at Burisal ... ooo 40, 
Pp ctipors ps “oS .»» 620 A charge against a Government officerin Burisal ... 40. 
bici ; 
aa ‘a tank in Burisal sais evs io. ees Wis 
Ques on : 
tons affecting the land Fires in Balasore town ose ee ooo, 90. 
Nil. The Durga Poojaholidays... ee roe 628 
(9)—Ba: Payment of land revenue by zemindars ... vee 80. 
always and communications, including canals The Income-tax ... sas sis cee 84, 
and irrigation 
The Gulsi stat; } : Assam Parses. 
ion on t i i j ee 
The Mutlah lin . he East — stsatthie line > Nil. 


( 608 ) 
LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


———————_—_—_—_ 


Dates of papers received 


ber of and 
number o for the week. examined 


Place of blication. 
” subscribers. 


Names of newspapers. 


lara 


Beneatt. 
Fortnightly. 


‘ Ahammadi ” 

‘* Ave Maria” 

“ Divdkar ”’ 

“ Hitakari ”’ 

'* Kasipore Nibfsi ”’ 

‘* Purva Bangabési ms 
“ Sabayogi”’ 


‘* Uluberia Darpan ” 
Weekly. 
" Arya Da 4 aoe 


Tangail, M ymensingh 
Calcutta 

Ditto 

Kushtea “ 
Kasipore, Burrisal ... 
Noakholiy 

Burrisal eee 


Uluberia 


For the fortni 


ht endi 
June 1890. nds the sous, 


o Naar Oer- 


For the fortni ht 
June 1890. Nang the 264, 


Calcutta 23rd June 1890. 


“ BangabAsi 7 

° Béngéld Exckarge Gazette ” 
“* Burdwan Sanjivani ’’ nes 
‘¢ Chandra Vilash ”’ oe 
‘ Chéruvarta ” iss 
** Chattal Gazette ”’ 

‘¢ Dacca Prakash °’ 

‘‘ Kducation Gazette °’ 

‘‘ Faridpur Hitaishini ”’ 

‘‘ Grambisi ” 

‘* Gaurab ”’ 

* Hindu Ranjiké ” 

‘¢ Pratikar ”’ iis 
‘* Rungpore Dik Prakash’ ... 
‘* Sahachar ” 

Samaj o Sahitya 

“ Samaya " 

** Sanjivani ” 

ni mt - 

‘* Sakti ”’ 

‘* Saraswat Patra ”’ 

** Som PrakAésh ” 

** Srimanta Saudagar ”’ 

‘* Sudhakar ” 

‘* Sulabh Samvad ” 

‘* Surabhi o Pataka ”’ 


Ditto ‘es 
Calcutta oe 
Burdwan cece 
Berhampore 
Sherepore, Mymensingh 
Chittagong - 
Dacca ose 
Hooghly 
Faridpur ‘is 
Uluberia ace 
Ditto 
Beauleah, Rajshahye... 
Berhampore vee 
Kakinia, Rungpore ... 
Calcutta aes 
Garibpore, Nuddea ... 

Ditto 6a 

Ditto 
Chittagong 
Dacca 

Ditto 
Calcutta 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Chandernagore 


28th 
24th 
23rd 


29th 
27th 


30th 


27th 


26th 
29th 
27th 
28th 


24th 
28th 
30th 
27th 


27th 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 


Daily. 


Calcutta 
Ditto 


“ Dainik o Samachar Chandrika ’’ 
‘* Samvad Prabhakar ”’ ; 


29th June & Ist to 3rd July 1890. 


28th & 30th June & Ist to 3rd July 
1890, 


26th to 28th & 30th June & Ist to 3rd 
July 189, 


23rd to 26th & 28th June 1890. 


“ Samvad Purnachandrodaya ” 


‘* Banga Vidy& Prakaéshika ”’ 


Ditto 
Ditto 
ENGLisH AND BENGALI. 


Weekly. 


* Dacca Gazette ’’ 30th June 1890. 


HIN pI. 
Monthly. 


- Depots, Mission ke Masik Samachar | Darjeeling 
Patrika.’ 
‘* Kshatriya Patrika ” .. | Patna 


Weekly. 


‘¢‘ Arvyavarta ”’ 

‘* Behar Bandhu ”’ 
‘* Bharat Mitra ”’ 

‘* Sar Sudhanidhi ”’ 
“ Uchit Bakté ”’ 


Calcutta 

Bankipore 

Calcutta 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Persian. 


Weekly. 


* Jam-Jaban-numa ”’ Calcutta 


ee ae = _ eo re ~ -- 


( 609 j 
_——___—__—_—_ eee 


Re 
Names of newspapers. Place of publication. nt Dates of —— ‘oe examined 
Or the week, 


Urpv. 
Weekly. 


“ Aftal Alum Arr&h ” ‘ Arrah 
“* Anis ” ‘ine .. , Patna 


“Al Punch : Bankipo 
+6 unch ” si : nki 

“ Urdu Guide Darussaltanat ” Calcutta . ‘gan | 73Pd & 30th June 1890. 
“ RaisuleAkhbari-Moorshidabad” ... | Murshidabad el 24th June 1890 


| 


Unrya. 
Monthly. 


66 Asha hd eee ‘ i eee ses Cuttack 
‘ Taraka and Subhavarta ”’ | Ditto _ ; $ — 


“Preaip i ‘ sos | tte 
‘“ Samyabadi : . | Ditto 


Weekly. 


“Dipaka” wwe coh ... | Cuttack it 14th ditto. 
“ Utkal Dipika” oes . | Ditto i 14th ditto. 
‘*Samvad Vahika ae .- | Balasore ae 12th ditto. 
“ Urya and Navasamvad ’’ ... . | Ditto llth ditto. 


PAPERS PUBLISHED IN 


BENGALI. 


Fortnightly. 
“ Silchar ” 
Weekly. 
‘ Paridarshak ” 


etd nn ono codity ied iitin teed Aetlin dase 


( Gas 3 


I.—Forrien Potties, 


The Sahachar, of the 25th J ee refers to yor Salisbury’s African policy 
i ; .. . and observes as follows :— 
Lord Balisbury’s African tte The writer is not at all interested in 
knowing which of the European powers has the largest share in the spolia- 
tion of Africa. The Europeans are in the habit of crediting themselves with 
the possession of every good quality and regarding all others as barbariane. 
Bat even modern European travellers have had to admit that the people 
‘nhabiting Central Africa are not like wild beasts, that they have regular 
governments and social organisations amongst them, and that they have made 
great progress in trade, agriculture, and some of the arts. They have been, 
up to this time, happy in: their own way and according to their-own notions of 
things. This much at any rate is certain that they possess food-grains and other 
necessaries in sufficient quantities. But they are threatened with a change. 
The Europeans contemplate introducing civilisation amongst them and against 
their wish, and their first efforts in that direction will involve the untimely 
death or destruction of a large number of these Africans. Major Wiss- 
mann and Dr. Peters have already killed a large number of these innocent 
people and looted their property, while the Portuguese have devastated several 
of their provinces with fire and sword. The native princes of Africa will 
have to go out next one after another. The large stores of food-grains will 
next disappear. And, later on, bard taxation will cause widespread misery. 
Some roads and railways will, of course, be made, and slavery will be abolish- 
ed. But as the loss will greatly outweigh the gain, the people of Africa 
will not in the long run gain by the introduction of European civilisation into 
their country. But however gloomy the forecast, it is sure to.be realised. 
Speaking from the Indian standpoint, tie writer must say that Indian 
merchants have sustained heavy losses in consequence of the African policy 
of Lord Salisbury. Formerly all the trade of the east coast of Africa was 
in the hands of Indian merchants. and that trade, has now been all but des- 
troyed by the Germans. If this had been done by a minor Power like 
Portugal, Lord Salisbury would have fretted and frowned, but such is the 
spell which Germany exercises over him that he dare: not protest against 
German action in Africa. It was by receiving England’s help that Germany 
was able to get through the Napoleonic wars, and she bas now established 
her supremacy in Africa with the help of English ships of war. The most 
important part of Africa now belongs to Germany. ‘Tie people of England 
donot know the real facts of the:case, and are therefore supporting Lord Salis- 
bury’s African policy. But the English Premier hae not, in truth, been able 
to protect the interests of England, and specially of India, in Africa. 


I].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


| (a) — Police. | 
2. The Sakti, of the 24th June, makes thie following remarks on the 
lis sited proposals made by the Government of India 


for reforming the police: — 

(1). There can be no doubt that corruption among the inferior police 
Officers can, to a great extent, be checked by giving them better salaries. 
ut the scales proposed by the Government of India will not be sufficient 
ot the purpose, nor will an increase of salaries aloné be an effectual remedy 
or the evil. So long as the present corrupt class of men are retained in 
> police service, so long they will be unable to rise above temptation, 
re they receive higher salaries or not. It will not do, for instance, to 
- present Sub-Inspectors head-constables, and to place them in charge 


as, as the Supreme Government proposes to do, The charge of 


SaHACHAR, 
June 2th, 1890. 


June 24th, 1890, 
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thanas or outposts should not be given to officers lower in rank than Sub 
Inspectors on increased salaries. The present Sub-Inspectors are a very sak. 
rupt class of men. ) 

(2). The most responsible police duties are done by the Sub-Inspecto?; 
They have to perform all sorts of work, from the least important to those of 
the utmost moment, and whether the constables and head-qonstables do their 
work honestly or not also depends upon whether’ the Sub-Inspectors unde; 
whom they are placed are themselves honest or otherwise. There cannot 
be any doubt, therefore, that the Sub-Inspectors of all police officers ought 
to be very carefully chosen and to be men of proved honesty. But the Scale 
of salaries proposed by the Government of India will fail to secure honegt 
Sub-Inspectors, The scale of Rs. 50, Rs. 75, and Rs. 100, proposed by Gor. 
ernment for Sub-Inspectors, whilst failing to secure the right sort of men, yil] 
only lead to a waste of public money. The scale which the writer would 
himself propose-is from Rs. 100 to Rs. 150—a scale which, he is gure, yi] 
be a sufficient inducement to educated University graduates to enter the 
police department as Sub-Inspectors. The Lieutenant-Governor is requested 
to pay special attention to the Sub-Inspector class, as that class constitutes 
the corner-stone of the entire police system. 

(3), The Supreme Government recommends for the Inspectors a scale 
of salaries ranging from Rs. 150 to Rs. 200, and has asked the Local Goy- 
ernments to afford these officers special facilities for becoming Deputy 
Magistrates. The Government of India will also like to see men appointed 
to these posts who possess a knowledge of the law. It is obvious, therefore, 
that the Supreme Government is for appointing B.Ls. to Inspectorships of 
Police. If so, the scale of salaries that would be adequate for this class of 
officers is from Rs. 200 to Rs. 300, and not only the Subordinate Executive 
Service, but the Assistant Superintendentships of Police, should also be thrown 
open to the Inspectors. B.Ls., and only those -B.A’s. who can successfully 
pass a special test imposed for the purpose, should be appointed Inspectors, 
and Sub-Inspectors should also be permitted to appear at the examination 
with a chance of promotion to the Inspectorships on their passing that exami- 
nation successfully. ate 

(4). Besides the question of salaries, the question of the present system 
of working of the police should also engage the attention of Government. 
The regular police now work in a most perfunctory fashion. They never 
of their own accord undertake the investigation of crime. They do so only 
upon information given them by the injured party or the village chowkidar. 
It may be mentioned in this connection that there is a sad want of co- 
operation between the police and the village chowkidar. The latter is, 
as a rule, very ill-treated by the thana men, who regard him in the light 
of a menial, and compel him, whenever he has occasion to come t0 
the thana,to do all sorts of menial work. The consequence is that the 
chowkidar avoids presenting himself at the thana, so far as he can help 
it, and the writer-constable is induced, for trifling considerations, 10 
mark him present in the register even when he has not been actually 
present. All this is due to tl.e Sub-Inspectors not being the sort of officers 
they should be. If the present system of working in the police 1s-retail- 
ed, it will be necessary to have a detective police all over the country. — 
If Gcvernment is really in earnest about police reform, it should grudge 
no expense in the matter. All that is wanted to place the police on a better 
footing is able and honest men, and these should be secured at any cost. | 
If Government is not inclined to incur additional expenditure to any extent 
that may be required for effecting a real reform of the police, and if its sole 
intention is to throw an outward gloss over the matter by making a nomia 
increase of salaries, itshould not talk of police reform at all, Anything 
short of the real requisite expenditure will be waste, pure and simple. 
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9 The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 24thJ une, is glad that Government Bosowar Saxnvam 


is anxious to reform the police administration. 
The District Superintendents of Police now 
busy themselves chiefly with office work, and possess very little experience in 
the work of detecting crime and arresting criminals, The subordinate police 
officers cannot, therefore, learn much from them. It is therefore desirable 
to appoint able and efficient men as District Superintendents of Police. 
The present rule requiring all candidates for police service to enter that 
service as writer-constables, repels really able men from the department. 
This rule should be changed. Travelling allowances sbould also be given to 


police officers. 

4, The same paper says that on the night of the 16th June last, 
Baboo Satyananda Kumar Ohoudhari, medical 
practitioner of Ranigunge, while driving back 
from a visit to Searsole, was attacked by a party of men armed with Jathés. 
They beat the doctor's coachman and syce, and struck several blows with Jathis 
atthe feet of the horse which was drawing the doctor’s carriage. The doctor 
jumped out of the carriage and ran for bis life. He was, however, soon over- 
taken by his assailants and severely beaten. He is now confined to his bed. 
A similar incident occurred here and at Gushkara some time ago. A corre- 
spondent of the paper says that the police has not yet been able to arrest the 
culprits, and has asked the doctor himeelf to furnish all necessary evidence. 
The doctor recognised two durwans of the Searsole Rajbari among his assail- 
ants, and it seems as if the police is for that reason afraid to push their 
enquiry into the matter. Ifthe local police is unable to detect the culprits, 
the task of detecting them should be entrusted tosome able officer from some 
other place. 


5. The Samaya, of the 27th June, gives the following story from the 
National Guardian newspaper :—One day one 
Suresa Chandra Datta, of Berhampore, accom- 
panied by three of his friends, went out hunting, and after a short time the 
dead body of Suresa Was found in a field. It came out in the post-mortem 
examination that Suresa had come by his death from gun shot wounds. 
Many people suspect his three friends to be the murderers. They all four used 


Police reform. 


Highway robbery near Ranigunge. 


_ The Berhampore murder case. 


June 24th, 1890. 


BURDWAN SaNJIVANI. 
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to visit a prostitute, who gave preference to Suresa over his friends; and - 


jealousy arising from this cause may have prompted Suresa’s friends to 
murder him. However, the police has not yet moved in the matter, and the 
Depaty Magistrate of Berhampore has released the three friends of Suresa. 
The action of the police and the Deputy Magistrate is really astonishing. 
It ishoped that the authorities will enquire into the case. 


6. The Surabhi-o-Patdkd, of the 27th June, says that the present 
increase of crime in the country is due chiefly to 
increase of poverty among the people and to 
police oppression and inefficiency. The writer is not disposed to attach 
much importance to the statement made in the Government of India’s police 
despatch, that improved means of communication have ’ greatly facilitated 
the Operations of criminals. Dacoits in this country do not, as a rule, travel 
ong distances from their homes for the purpose of carrying on their depre- 
ations. And as every rise in the prices of food articles has been followed by 
a0 1ocrease in the number of thieves and dacoits in the country, there can 
* 00 doubt that increase of poverty, which is proved by the frequency of 
amines in recent years, has led to an increased commission of crime. Again 

© police, which is not much noted for putting dowo crime on the 
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Spot, often, by its oppressive and annoying conduct towards those who have 


cy Once convicted of some crime, compels them to abandon their resolution 
0 live peacefully, and thus increases the number of criminals, ‘There will 
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be no decrease of crime in the country unless Government takes steps to 
remove the causes of its poverty. | 
~ -], The Uluberia Darpan, of the 28th June, says that a dacoity was 
A dacoity ina village inthe Ulube- recently committed in the house of Baboo 
ria sub-division. _ Barada Prasad Sarkar of Beror, a village in the 
Uluberia, sub-division of the Howrah district. Though the Baboo’s house js 
situated at a distance of only one mile from the Bagnan puolice-station, yet 
the police did not come to enquire into the case till 9 am. of the day 
following the dacoity. ‘Phe Inspector and the darogah of the local police 
ate now enquiring into the ease, and the writer wall be glad if the culprits are 
traced. The local Deputy Magistrate should himself take up the enquity, 
8. The Bangdbas, of the 28th June, has learnt that some $yq.- 
Budmashes in certain quarters of mashes are greatly molesting the residents of 
Calcutta. o Musjidbari Street and of Durjiparah in the 
town of Calcutta. Thefts have also become very rife in those quarters, and 
the gas lamps there are frequently found extinguished at night. What are 
the police about ? | 
- §. The same paper has the following :-— 
The Dacea Prakash says that, on the 26th June last, a dacoity was 
committed on a boat lying at the ghat on 
the river before the town of Dacca, and occu- 
pied by a servant of the Rani of Putia. The police having been suspected 
of the crime, the constables in the thana were brought before the gentleman, 
but he could not identify any of them; nor was identification possible as 
the night was dark. Many such dacoities have taken place since Mr, Hare 
passed his order prohibiting the mooring of boats near the riverbank at 
Dacca, but no measures have been taken to put them down. : 
10. The Som Prakash, of the 30th June, says that as the eonnection 
dace between the police and the public is very 
conieiee close, the latter can make important sugges- 


Dacoities in the river at Dacca. 


tions regarding the course which the proposed police reform should take. 
They should therefore be consulted in the matter. 


ll. The Grdmodsi, of the 30th June, complains of increase of dacoi 
Dacoity in the districts of Howrah ty in the districts of Howrah aud Hooghly, 


and of the inability of the police to detect the 
dacoits. 
Increase. of crime in India and 12. The Daintk-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, 
police reform. of the 8rd July, has the following :— 
Why are offences against property increasing all over India ? (Govern- 
ment would attribute the increase to two causes—first, increased facilities 
of communication afforded by the spread of railways, and, secondly, police 
inefficiency. The first cause might be admitted if all or most of the crimes 
committed in one province were committed by men from other parts of the 
country. But it is not so. Habitual thieves and dacoits generally ply their 
trade within their own province. As to police inefficiency, there can be 00 
doubt that it exists, But increased prevalence of theft and dacoity cannot be 
wholly due to this cause. 
The real cause of the increase of crime in the country is to be found 10 
the increasing poverty of the people. It is undeniable that the people are 
becoming poorer every day under British rule. The officials, however, will 
not admit this; for the admission will amount to a condemnation by them- 
selves. of their own administration of the country. That they should attri- 
bute the prevalence of crime in the country to anything but its real causes 
is perfectly natural. 
_ _ Famine and scarcity have become, so to speak, every day occurrences 
in India. People can take no thought of the morrow, considering them 
selves blessed if they can anyhow manage to live out the day that Is pasting: 
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but a large increase of crime can and should be the natur 

monde of such a state of things P ! “ 

Government may make the police as strong and efficient as it likes, 
but crime will not decrease until means are adopted to better the material 
condition of the people. The writer fears that any attempt to put down 
crime by making strong police arrangements, but without at the same time 
epabling people to get food to eat, may endin giving a further and fiercer 
impetus to crime. 


(’)—Working of the Courts. 


13. The Surabhs-o-Pataka, of the 27th June, ‘says that Mr. Handley’s 

decision in the case which was brought against 
_ Mr, Handley’s decision in the ease Mr, Kinsley and others of the Calcutta Police 
CE has astonished and alarmed the writer. The 
police 18 already all-powerful, and the encouragement which it will receive 
from Mr. Handley’s decision wiil put it in the way of conducting itself in 
the m:st objectionable manner possible, If the police can act s0 law- 
lessly in Calcutta, imagine the lengths it may give itself in the mofussil. 
Both the Hindus and the Mussulmans should therefore protest against 
Mr. Handley’s decision. The people of India have lost everything under the 
English rule, and their life will not be worth living if they cannot protect 
the honour of their zenana, 


(c)—Jaile, 


14. The Sanjivant, of the 28th June, has the following on the 
Government Resolution on the administration of the Jail Department :-— 

The authorities ascribe the unusual increase in the number of prisoners 
daring the past year to scarcity ofsfood result- 
ing in an increase of the prices of food-grains. 
But in reviewing in other places the condition of the people, the authorities 
never admit that the people of Bengal ever starve. If they never starve, why 
this increase in crime? People in easy circumstances do not certainly go 
about stealing and get themselves put into the jail in the end. ‘Their con- 
dition must be lamentable indeed who are driven to crime for very hunger. 

The expenditure for each prisoner was Rs. 34-13-11, excepting in the 
Mymensingh and Gya jails, where it was a little higher, owing to the 
comparatively unhealthy condition of the jails. It is quite inexplicable 
why there should be the fearfully high death-rate of 45°8 per thousand 
among prisoners with such a handsome allowance for each? With good 
food and medicine the prisoners cannot die in sach numbers. The writer 
knows that the food which is actually given to prisoners is of a much inferior 
quality than that which is ordered for them, and is supposed to be given to 
them. In many jails shak is given profusely instead of vegetables, and water 


The Jail Department. 


serves greatly as a substitute for medicine. These men live more economi- 


cally in their homes, but the death-rate among them outside of the jails is 
never known to be so high as within the jails. - 


(d)—Hducation. 


15. The Sakdtz, of the 24th June, cannot approve of Mr. Nash’s 
appointment as Registrar of the Calcutta Uni- 
cuits Henk a Registrar of the Cal- versity, he being already an Inspector of 
ee Schools. His duties in the two offices will 
surely interfere with each other, the one requiring his constant presence in 
the metropolis, and the other taking him about from place to place. It 
Would have been best to appoint the Revd. Lalbihari De as Registrar, 
But then Mr. De, though a Christian, is a native, and Mr. Nash is a 
uropean, | 
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16. The Samaya, of the 27th June, says that at the third meeting of 

the Arts Examinations Enquiry Committee 

| othe. Arte Examinations Enquiry held on the 3lst August last, the President 
of the Committee read a letter written to 


Mr. Rowe, Head Fxaminer, by Mr. Wilson, Principal of the Dacca College 
who was one of the subordinate examiners. In this letter the writer, after 
stating, among other things, that he had rejected more than half the number 
of candidates who appeared from Bancoora, and that he expected to reject 
a still larger number of candidates from Dacca, expressed the hope that 
the Head Examiner would, after this, be satisfied with him, and the writer 
concluded by saying that if the Head Examiner should still remain unsatis. 
fied, he, the writer, would be compelled to make still larger deductions from 
the marks of the candidates. It is clear from this letter that Mr. Rowe 
directed all the subordinate examiners to reject a large number of candi. 
dates, irrespective of all considerations of their fitness. His statement 
that the larger the number of passed candidates the greater would be his 
joy, must, therefore, be considered an insincere statement. The fact is that 
Mr. Rowe, who hates the Bengalis, and who once, while lecturing in his class, 
read “ baboon’s blood ” as “‘ Baboo’s blond ” feels delighted at seeing large 
numbers of Bengali boys fail in the University examinations. Replying to g 
question in connection with this letter of Mr. Wilson's, Mr. Rowe said that, as 
Mr. Wilson was a young man who had never before been appointed examiner, 
and who marked papers liberally, he had written him a letter asking bim 
to hold to the system of marking followed by other examiners. But this 
was not a satisfactory explanation; for if Mr. Wilson was a beardless boy, 
how and why was he appointed examiner? Mr. Rowe also said that it was 
clear from the papers examined by Mr. Wilson that he had marked them 
very strictly. But this amounted to saying that the man who was warned by 
Mr. Rowe to be strict in marking was the man who showed more niggardli- 
ness in assigning marks than any other examiner. It is a pity that a man 
like Mr. Rowe is selected examiner for the higher examinations and 
appointed Registrar of the University. Mr. Rowe said that it was his belief 
that none of the answer papers of the candidates were lost. But Mr Tawney, 
one of the examiners, wrote to Mr. Rowe to say that two answer papers 
had been lost. So much for the mysteries of the Calcutta University. 
17. The same paper says that the Central Text-Book Committee has 
Baboo Raj Krishna Mookerjee’s rejected Mr. R. C. Dutt’s book, but it has 
History of Bengal. retained in its list the late Baboo Raj Krishna 
Mookerjee’s History of Bengal, which contains the erroneous statement that 
Adisur’s name was Birasen, and that Samanta Sen was the son of this Bira- 
sen. This has been given on the authority of Dr. Rajendra Lal’s Sen 
Kings of Bengal; but it has since been proved to be erroneous by the later 
researches of Baboo Kailas Chandra Singh. 
18. The Sanjtvani, of the 28th June, is at a loss to understand why 
The text-books in Physics for the F. A. two books in Physical Science—Ganot’s 
candidates. Popular Natural Philosophy and Balfour 
Stewart’s Primer of Physics—should be prescribed by the Board of Studies of 
the University forthe F. A. candidates. Balfour Stewart’s book treats of only 
the rudimentary principles of physics in very simple language, while in Ganot’s 
book physics is more elaborately dealt with. The only new thing in Balfour 
Stewarw’s book is a short chapter on ‘ Energy,’ about which nothing is said 10 
Ganot’s book. The Board has not acted very considerately towards the 
students by compelling them to buy a book for reading only three pages of 
new matter. : 
19. The Ahmadi, for the fortnight ending the 28th June, says that 
Education among the Mahomedans, tHe results scored by the Mahomedan candi 
FEM ESOS Antes at the last minor scholarship examl- 
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sation were not very satisfactory, though the number of passes was double 
that of the preceding year. The result seems to have been very bad for the 
Burrisal district, where only one Mahomedan student passed the exami- 
nation successfully. This shows that the Mahomedans of Burrisal are yet 
very backward in their English education. The result of the vernacular 
scholarship examination 1s not bad, but the most hopeful results are those 
of the higher and lower primary examinations, especially in the Rajshahye 
Division, where the number of successful Mahomedan candidates is almost 
double that of the Hindus. All this, together with the results secured by 
the Mahomedan candidates at the University Arts Examinations, shows that 
a the course of another twenty years the Mahomedans will be able to com- 
ote with the Hindus in the matter of education. The writer is fully 
convinced, after seeing the results of the last examinations, that, with 
sssiduity on their side, the Mahomedans will not lag behind the other peoples 
of India in the race for educational advancement. But the great fault of the 
Mahomedans is that they are very indolent. 


90. The same paper is glad to see that two Persian readers and a 
Improved prospects of Mahomedan Persian grammar have been included this 
education. year in the list of text-books for the minor 
scholarship examination. This is a great boon to the Mahomedans, and 
opens up to them the high road to improvement, and it will be all the more 
deeply appreciated as it has been conferred without any attempt on the part 
of the Mahomedans to secure it. The educational authorities have acted 
right nobly and earned the everlasting gratitude of the Mahomedans of 


Bengal. 


The one great obstacle in the way of Mahomedan students, namely, 
reading too many Bengali books, is now removed, and it is hoped they will no 
longer excuse themselves for not taking seriously to study. Perverse 
students may no doubt yet urge the idle excuse that their teachers are 
Hindus, who take more care of their Hinduthan of their Mussulman pupils. 
The writer has already heard wicked boys making this excuse; but it is 
time that the Mahomedans forswore their jealousy of their Hindu brethen 
and took in all earnestness to their work. The Mahomedans should also do 
well to give up their hauteur as descendants of the Badshahs, if they really 
desire not to remain steeped in ignorance as at present. 


21. The Som Prakdsh, of the 30th June, has heard that the Syndicate 
Selection of examiners by the Cal. of the Calcutta University has passed a resolu- 
7 rey tion excluding professors of colleges from Uni- 
versity examinerships. This is much to be regretted ; for the resolution 
will deprive the ill-paid professors of colleges of the only means of supple- 
menting their scanty incomes. | 


The University authorities are mistaken in thinking that if outsiders 
are appointed examiners a disclosure of the questions set at the University 
‘xaminations will be impossible. For as these outsiders themselves must 
ave friends and acquaintances among the students preparing for the exami- 
nations, there will be nothing to prevent their disclosing questions if they only 
‘hoose to do so, The University can easily get over the question difficulty 
by taking a little more care than it has hitherto done in the selection of 
‘Xaminers, Let it appoint men of good character as examiners and 
‘ll scandal about the disclosure of questions will disappear. The University 
‘hould also bear in mind that, as the professors of colleges have to read 
carefully the books which are fixed as text-books for the examinations, they 


are likely to be more successful than outsiders in preparing question papers. 


“Sain, the appointment of Messrs. Tawney, Deighton and Prothero for fram- 
Bo questions seems to mean that the rules and resolutions cannot apply to 


Opeans in all cases, 
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99. The Grdmodst, of the 80th June, says that all the District Boards 
The establishment of # technical in the country ought to imitate the good ey. 
school by the Rungpore District Board. ample set by the Rungpore Board by the 
establishment of a technical school. . 
23. The Sahkayogt, of the second ——? of — month of Ashar 
says that Baboo Rajani Kanta Gupta’s his. 
ee a of India enoleien as much Absalon 
writing as Mr. R. CO. Dutt’s book, which has been recently rejected by 
the Central Text-Book Committee. Some extracts are then given from 
Rajani Baboo’'s book, in which it is stated, among other things, that the 
Vedas were composed at different periods, and that the Brahmins attach too 
much importance to rites and ceremonies for the purpose of maintainin 
their supremacy over the other castes ; that the story about the origin of the 
different castes is a myth; that Manu wasa Kshatriya, &c. Certainly Baby 
Rames Ohandra’s book does not contain more objectionable matter than 
this, The late Babu Rajkrishna Mukerjee’s history of Bengal also contains 
much objectionable writing of this kind. And as these books have not been 
emitted by the Committee from the list of text-books, the public can justly 
take it to task, | 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


24. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 24th June, says that the Burdwan 

The proposed latrine tax in the Municipality now levies a fee of 8 annas for 
Burdwan Municipality. every privy situated within its limits. This is 
not a very high fee. It has been up to this time paid without a murmur, 
Those who have no privies of their own, and who use public privies, are exempt- 
ed from the payment of this tax. Tne proceeds of this fee are at present 


just sufficient to meet the expenses of the mehter service, and may, if the 


work is better managed, even leave a surplus. 


The Municipality now contemplates levying a latrine tax in lieu of 
this fee. But as the existing system has been hitherto worked with success, 
end has given satisfaction even to the Sanitary Commissioner, the proposed 
change is unnecessary. S me of the Commissioners say that, under the 
present system, people often manage to keep latrines without paying any 
feeto the municipality. Tnis admission is certainly not creditable to the 
Commissioners, and only proves the absence of a prop-r system of super- 
vision in the Municipality. It is also said that it is difficult to keep 
accounts under the present system; but this difficulty could be got over by 
appointing a good accountant. Tne levy of the proposed tax will largely 
increase the income of the Municipality, and will consequently lead to much 
oppression. Under the present system, houses containing no privies are 
exempted from the municipal fee; but the new tax will be levied on all 
houses whether they have privies in them or not. Again, as the tax will be 
assessed on the annual rental of houses, it will in many cases amount to 30 or 
12 times the fee now levied. Thus, under the proposed system, while houses 
with large rentals will be heavily taxed, those with small rentals, though 
enjoying equal advantages with the former, will be lightly taxed ; and this 
is certainly not what it should be. Tnus the new proposal will, if given 
effect to, increase the burdens of the rich as well as cause inconvenience 
to other people. The Lieutenant-Governor is therefore asked to disallow 
the proposal of the Commissioners. 

25. Acorrespondent of the Dacca Prakdsh, of the 29th June, has 
learnt that, notwithstanding the decision of 
: the Munsif of Santipore against it, the Santl- 
pore Municipality contemplates carrying its case against the peono Abdu 
Habiulla before the High Court. Now, the Commissioners of tbe Maol- 
cipality should bear in mind that if they spend public money in this case, 


The Santipore Municipality. 
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ys they have done in many other cases, they will have to make it good to 


the ratepayers. They can no longer be permitted to trifle with public money 
for the satisfaction of their private vanity. 


96, The Dainik-o-Samdchar Chandrika, of the 29th June, bas the 
following :— | 

gir Steuart Bayley and the rate- Sir Steuart Bayley is a wise ruler, and it is 

payers’ memorial this fact that has induced the writer to point 


DaIntg-0-SaMaACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


June 29th, 1890. 


out his mistakes—to administer medicine to him because there is a hope. 


of cure. ‘The writer would have despaired of a cure, and would not, conse- 
quently, have taken the pains to point out to him his errors in the adminis- 
tration, if he had been a perverse ruler. The people of Bengal would then 
have placed sole reliance upon their fate, and made up their minds to pass 
the five years Of Sir Steuart’s rule as best they might. Sir Steuart is not a 
perverse patient, and therefore this attempt to cure him. 

Bad diet aggravates disease, and Sir Steuart has enough of bad diet 
in the shape of the advice he receives from his counsellors. Mr. Cotton 
‘sone of these counsellors and Sir Henry Harrison is another. Mr. Cotton 
has shown bimself in his true colours on being elevated to a Secretaryship, 
but the writer knew him well long before he revealed himself. As regards 
the other counsellor, the guondam Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation, the 
writer has, after a close scrutiny of his character since his tenure of the 
Midnapore Magistracy, come to the conclusion that no more sweet-tongued 
but treacherous man than Sir Henry could be easily met with. 

The new Municipal Act was opposed from its very introduction in 
the Council. It met with a strong opposition from the native members of 
the Council—Dr. Gurudas Banerjee and Baboo Kalinath Mitra. But their 
objections to it instead of being met by sound criticism, were one and all 
evaded with the help of a majority of votes. 

When the Act was passed the Lieutenant-Governor plainly said 
that in matters municipal only Europeans deserved to be listened to and 
natives could be held of noaccount. And now in action though not in word, 
His Honour has shewn himself firmly wedded to the same view. Sir Steuart 
has the same adviser now in municipal matters that he had at the time of 
the passing of the Act, and that adviser is no other than Sir Henry Harrison 
himself. And the only difference that has now taken place in this respect is 
that Sir Henry has got a second fiddle to himself in the person of Mr. 
Secretary Cotton. Mr. Cotton makes it a point never to dissent from the 
views of his elder brother Sir Henry; and so he has written a Resolution 
supporting his elder brother’s note, in which the most respectable citizens 
of Calcutta are very nearly called fools for having objected to the assessment 
clauses of the Municipal Act. A note is written by Sir Henry Harrison ; 
Mr. Cotton bases his Resolution on that note; and Sir Steuart Bayley. gives 
his assent to the whole affair. Good Government, indeed! And this is Self- 
Government ? 

Mr. Cotton’s Resolution has been actually insulting to the memorialists, 
who never expected to receive such treatment from Sir Steuart—Sir Steuart, 
who has a reputation for civility, That Sir Steuart has swerved from the 
night path is due only to Mr. Cotton and Sir Henty Harrison, and the writet 
8 exceedingly sorry for it. 

27. The Som Prakdsh, of the 30th June, says that, in his resolution 

" on the Calcutta rate-payers’ memorial, Sir 
of the Caleation rte pane te memorial Steuart Bayley admits that the | memorial was 
signed by a large number of influential and 

respectable men, and was devoted to a discussion of animportant topic. But 
he has not still thought it his duty to make any concession to the memorialists. 
is Honour’s action in this matter can hardly be considered politic. There 
are twelve men in the Bengal Legislative Council, but His Honour has 
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consulted only one of them in this matter, and thereby insulted all the reg 
It would have been well if all the other members had also been consulteq’ 
for it is well known that the Advocate-General objected to the levy of bustee’ 
rates on the zemindars, and that the Legal Remembrancer objected to the 
assessment of the incomes of residential and rented houses on two dissimilar 
principles. 

28. Acorrespondent of the same paper complains of the miserable 
' condition of the road near the Matigun; 
sdearhmnareeea gai police-station within the Santipore munici 
pality, and asks the Chairman of the municipality to visit it personally, This 

road is used by a large number of men and women. 
29. The Sahayogt, of the second fortnight of the month of Ashar, says 
that it has been proposed to reserve for drink. 


ing purposes the municipal tank in the town 
of Burisal situated near the Collectorate building. Now as the tank is used 


by Mahomedans for performing ablutions before namaz, they will be greatly 
inconvenienced if the tank is reserved as proposed. Two other tanks, viz, 
one in Kali Bari Mohalla and another in Kotali Mohalla, may be reserved 
for drinking purposes. 


(9) —Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation, 


30. A correspondent of the Samaya, of the 27th June, says that, 

though the railway station at Gulsi, which was 
opened temporarily between Mankar and the 
Kanu Junction on the Hast Indian Railway 
line, was made permanent two years and a half ago, yet no platform has as 
yet been constructed there. The want of a platform is greatly felt by the 
local public. The authorities should look to the matter. 

31. The same paper says that, there being no fencing along the railway 

oo ms line from the Sonarpur station junction to 
fess Canning station on the Mutla line, cattle 
belonging to the ryots living on both sides of the line often stray upon the 
railway and thereby get impounded. As this causes much loss to the ryots, 
the authorities are asked to put up fences on both sides of the railway line. 
82. The Bangabdst, of the 28th June, has learnt that the. village 
roads in Hakamagram in Dhubri, Assam, are 
qhe roads in a village in Dhubri, in a bad condition. Representations were 
made to the authorities, but without effect. 

83. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 29th June, thus examines the estimate 

of expenditure for the construction of the 
ot ee Dacca-Goalundo proposed Dacca-Goalundo Tramway, prepared 
aaah by the District Engineer Sasi Babu :— 

In Sasi Babu’s estimate the item of expenditure on account of 
three large bridges over the khals of Luckipur, Suarupapur and Palora 1s 
superfluous. For if a middle-sized bridge can do for the khal of Bapiajur, 
there is no reason why similar bridges should not do for the above three 
khals. Even the khal at Mahuderpur does not require a large bridge. 
For as the mouth of the khal is closed, there is no current in it. Tous out 
of the sum of Rs. 1,60,000 which has been set down in the estimate as the 
probable expenditure for the construction of four large bridges, Rs. 1,44,000 
may be struck out as superfluous. Sasi Babu is for purchasing at a cost 
of Rs. 92,000 two steamers for carrying passengers and goods over the 
Padma and the Dbalesvari, whereas Madhab Babu, Inspector of Local 
Works, East Bengal, who has also submitted an estimate for the tramway, 
is for hiring two steamers at an annual expenditure of Bs. 13,980. 
Madhub Babu’s proposal seems to be the better of the two, and steamers 
should not be purchased at present. Thus a further deduction of Re. 92,000 


‘A municipal tank in Burisal. 


The Gulsi station on the East Indian 
Railway line. 


@ 
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sy be made from Sasi Babu’s estimate, and the total deduction of 
Rs 936,000 (1,44,000 *92,000) being made from Sasi Babu’s estimate, 
the remaining sum of Rs. 8,16,000 may be taken as representing the 
-obable cost of the construction of the proposed tramway. The engineers 
have calculated interest on this sum at the rate of 5 per cent. But con- 
sidering that the offer of 4 per cent. interest for their new loan issued by 
the Calcutta Municipality has been gladly accepted, 5 per cent. is very high. 
Tne interest on Res. 8,16,000, calculated at 4: per cent., will amount to 
Rs, 32,650. Adding to this the sums of Rs. 54,000 and Rs. 32,980 as 
representing temporary expenditure and steamer hire respectively, the total 
annual cost q the construction of the proposed tramway will amount to 
s, 1,00,630. fs a 
” bed Babu estimates the income at about Rs. 82,000, but he as well as 
Madhub Babu has omitted to include the sum of Rs. 25,000, represent- 
ing the cost which 1s incurred by the postal department in carrying dak 
hetween Dacca and Goalundo. If the proposed tramway is constructed, the 
‘ncome from the line is sure to be increased by this sum. Thus there 
‘sno doubt that the tramway will be worked at a profit. 
34. A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 80th June, says that 
Inspection of tickets on the Central the tickets of passengers are hardly ever ex- 
Bengal Railway Line. amined in the train which runs daily from 
Sealdah to Khulna. Many people take advantage of this circumstance to 
travel in carriages higher than those for which they have paid fares. The 
other day a person guilty of this practice was detected by the police in Calcutta. 
85. The Dacca Gazette, of the 80th June, is opposed to the Dacca 
The proposed Dacca-Shivalaya District Board undertaking the construction of 
Tramway. the proposed Dacca-Shivalaya Tramway. Con- 
sidering the large expenditure which will have to be incurred in laying and 
working the line, the writer does not think it right that the District Board, 
in its present financial condition, should undertake the work. The expendi- 
ture will be not less than ten lakhs of rupees, and the cost of working the 
line and the dividends will involve an annual expenditure of about a lakh 
and twenty thousand rupees. Has the District Board money enough to bear 
all these expenses, with an uncertain prospect of profit? The writer would be 
glad to see the work taken up by some private company under the auspices 
of the District Board. | 
86. A correspondent of the Grdmvds?, of the 30th June, says that the 
The drainage of certain villages in level of the land in the villages of Khulna, 
He Uluberia sub-division of the Dukshinpore, Hiyap, Kubispore, and other 
— villages in the Uluberia sub-division of the 
Howrah district being lower than that of the culverts on the side of the Gov- 
ermment embankment which protects those villages from the floods of the 
Damudar, water often accumulates in those villages, and thereby does great 
damage to agricultural operations. The authorities should therefore con- 
struct one or two new culverts near those villages for more efficient drainage. 
The Collector of Howrah has been repeatedly applied to on the subject, but 
without effect. ~ 
87. The Sahayogt, of the second fortnight of the month of Ashar, draws 
tute ,,stations on the Noakhali the attention of the Burisal District Board to 
phase the absence of sheds in the stations on the 
Noakbali station line, situated within the limits of the district of Burisal. 
ant of sheds causes much inconvenience to the passengers in the summer 
Season, and sheds should be constructed before the settiog in of the rains. 
88. The Sahachar, of the 25th June, aye et the 1 hee 4 ones 
The Subord; gn for increasing the salaries of the Assistan 
ewinate Medical Service. © Surgeons, ‘There is great discontent among 
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these officers, and Government can hardly be said to have dealt fairly with 
them. While the salaries of the officers in all the other department, of 
Government have been increased, those of the Assistant Surgeons alone 
remain stationary. Formerly the initial pay of the Munsiffs was Rg 100 
per month, but it has since been increased to Rs. 200. The Assistant 

urgeons, on the other hand, still begin their service on Rs. 100 and end at 
Re. 200. Formerly Government used to give a monthly allowance of Re, 50 
to each Sub-Assistant Surgeon until it could provide him with a post, This 
allowance has been discontinued, and the Assistant Surgeons, so long as they 
are not provided with permanent posts, have to serve only on Rs. 50 a month, 
To get their first increment of Rs. 50, they must work for seven years and 
pass an examination. For their next and last increment, they must wait 
another seven years and pass another examination. Thus it must be very 
nearly time for them to quit the world before they are entitled to the 
maximum salary of their posts. Government seems to think that Assistant 
Surgeons earn much money by private practice. But it should bear in 
mind that in. most of the places where they are posted practice is a 
monopoly in the hands of the Civil Surgeon. It will be seen from this that 
the Subordinate Medical Service is not sufficiently alluring, and as a conse- 
quence not many Assistant Surgeons care to remain in the service up to 
pension time. An inquiry by Government as to the number of Assistant 
Surgeons receiving pensions would be a very interesting one. As it is 
desirable to have able and experienced medical officers in the service of 
Government, the Assistant Surgeons should be given the same salary as the 
Munsiffs. In these days, when proposals are being made to give pensions 
to the Uncovenanted European servants of Government in pounds, some con- 


sideration ought surely to be shown to the members of the Subordinate 
Medical Service. 


89. The Uluberia Darpan, of the 28th June, says that as the post 
Postal service at Bagnan inthe Ula. eon of Mahisrakha is in the habit of clearing 
beria sub-division of the Howrah dis- the letter box before 10 o’clock, the people of 
— Bagnan do not often get their letters in time, 
If the authorities insist upon not permitting delivery at Bagnan, they should 
ut least sanction a letter box at Nagendra Baboo’s bungalow on the west of 
the river Darnodara, and arrange for the clearing thereof a little before the 

starting of the Calcutta mail. 
40. The Gramvdsi, of the 30th June, says that nothing has come of 


| .  * the agitation against the Sub-Registrar of Ulu- 
The Sub-Registrar of Uluberia, =‘ Heria, and that it is only the clerk of the Sub- 
Registrar who has been ordered to be dismissed. But as the Sub-Registrar can- 


not do without his clerk, who is an efficient officer, he has not been dismissed. 
And what object, after all, will be served by dismissing the poor clerk? 


III.—LerGIsLATIveE. 


41. The Bangabdsi, of the 28th June 
The proposed cattle trespass law. haa the following "I | 


The Member of the Viceregal Council in charge of the proposed Oattle 
Trespass Bill should go about visiting the cattle pounds in Bengal during this 
rainy season, when the impounded cattle can be seen standing knee-deep 12 
mud, exposed to all the inclemencies of the weather, The poor animals hardly 
get any food, although the fines are regularly exacted. The provisions of the 
existing law about giving receipts for the fines which are levied are ‘seldom 
complied with. All these evils are due to the system of farming the pounds. 

It is said that the provisions of the new law will be more stringent 
than those of the existing one. But if the law becomes more stringent 
without correcting the evils of the present system, the legislation will amount 
to telling people not to keep cattle at all. 
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49, The Sanjtvant, of the 28th June, has no doubt that the draft Bill to. 
ved amendment of te amend the Revenue Sale Law, if passed into 


a mane Sele Law. law, will greatly diminish the cruel rigour of 
the Sunset Law. 


43, The Kasipore Nivdst, of the first fortnight of the month of Ashar, 
is glad to learn that Mr. Cotton has been 
appointed a Member of the Bengal Council. 
Mr, Cotton is an intelligent and highminded officer whe cherishes the good 
of India in his heart. 


Mr. Cotton in the Bengal Council. 


IV.—Nattvz States. : 


44, The Daintk-o-Samdchaér Chandriké, of the 1st July, has heard 
a rumour that Lord Lansdowne will pay a visit 
| to Cashmere, and asks, will the visit be paid on 
the occasion of Maharaja Pratap Singh’s sradh ceremony ? 


VI.— MIsScELLANEOUS. 


45, The Saké, of the 24th June, has the following on the agitation 
about the curtailment of the Doorga Puja 
holidays :— 

The Doorga Puja is the most important religious festival of the Hindus 
of Bengal. Any curtailment of the holidays given by Government to its 
Hindu servants for celebrating that festival must, therefore, wound the feel- 
ings of the entire Hindu community. And it is the fear of wounding the 
religious susceptibilities of its Hindu subjects that bas up to the present 
prevented Government from granting the prayer of the merchant community 
of Calcutta for the curtailment of these holidays. If the question had been 
a purely political one, these Doorga Puja holidays, nay, the Goddess Durga 
herself, would have long since disappeared from the country. It is the 
religious element that has rendered the problem so difficult for Government. 

Pundit Mahesh Chandra Nyayaratna was consulted by Government, and 
towhom but to the Principal of the Sanskrit College could Government 
find it convenient to go for advice in such a matter as the number of. 
days required for the performance of the actual puja ang And the 
Pundit has indirectly consented to the proposal to reduce the holidays to four 
days only. But say what Government may, the public do not look upon 
Pundit Nyayaratna as a man who can give an unbiassed opinion in the matter. 
In the Pundit’s opinion the proposed curtailment of the holidays will not 
In any way affect the religion of the Hindus. The writer has no 
intention of entering into a controversy with the Pundit on this subject, 
but he is obliged to say that if the Pundit had given his opinion In an 
unbiassed and independent spirit, he could not have excluded the day 
: - Bodhan, the day preceding the‘three puja days, from the number of 

olidays. | 

_ Of the twelve days’ holiday if five only are assigned for the Doorga 
Puja and two for the Lakshmi Puja, the Lakshmi Puja being an important 
and indispensable religious ceremony among all Hindoo merchants and 
traders, there remain only five days in regard to which the question of 
curtailment can arise.. But there is always one Sunday at least among 
the Puja holidays, and ‘so the question of reducing the Puja holidays, 
instead of being a question of reducing the holidays ‘to four days, is 
resolved into one of reducing them by four days. And it would be 
Clearly wrong to take away four out of the twelve Puja holidays. Gov- 
frment closes its offices on the occasion of a royal visit, and public 
oices are closed even when the Viceroy or the Lieutenant-Governor visits 
4 place in the course of a tour. Would it be right and proper, under these 
fe unstances, to grudge to the Hindus these twelve days for a religious 
*stival for which even double the time would not be considered too long 
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a vacation? And are the Hindus to restrict themselves to a bare Worshj 
of their goddess, and must they not be permitted to indulge in g little 
merry-making in what is for them the merriest season in the year? Ang 
will the Government say after this that it is observing a policy of strigt 
non-interference in religious matters P : | 
46. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 24th June, says that the Burdwan 
Raj family has always been the friend and pro. 
z rhe secounts of the Burdwan Hs} tector of the poor. This is shown by the histo 
of that family as well as by the large sums which 
the Raj estates annually give away in the shape of pensions, donations, tankhas 
&e. the late Maharaja Mahatap Chand Bahadur was possessed of great 
financial and administrative abilities, and yet his kindness for the poor—, 
feeling which is hereditary in the family—led him to employ more than the 
requisite number of men in the service of his estate. But this great family is 
about to be deprived of this noble trait in its character under the manage. 
ment of the Court of Wards. The Court has proposed to dismiss a number 
of poor servants of the estate. This proposal is quite characteristic of the 
Court which is notoriously penoy wise and pound foolish. The Lieutenant. 
Governor is requested to interfere on behalf of the poor servants of the 
estate. | 
47. The Sahachar, of the 25th June, refers to the case of Pundit 
Tho caso of Pundit Hridayanarayana Uridayanarayana of Cawnpore, and says that 
of Cawnpore. he agrees with Sir Auckland Colvin that the 
police cannot be blamed for not having instituted an enquiry into the matter. 
No impartial man can find fault with Sir Auckland Colvin’s statement in 
reply to the petition presented to him by the friends of Pundit Hridaya- 
narayana. ‘The writer, however, believes that the attitude of the European 
Officials of Government towards the Congress movement is obstructive, if 
not openly hostile. Considering how unwilling people are to part with 
power, the Kuropean officials cannot be blamed for opposing the Congress 
movement. But when they set class against class, and directly or indirectly 
oppress the supporters of the Congress movement with the object of doing 
injury to that movement, their conduct becomes very reprehensible. The 
writer fears that the Magistrate of Cawnpore is not conducting himself 
properly in regard to the congressists. At any rate, there must be some 
foundation for the charges which have been so openly preferred against him 
by a party of respectable people in Cawnpore. For some reason or other the 
Europeans are not now regarded with the same respect by the people of 
the North-West as before; and the Europeans eitber do not know this fact, 
or do not like to admit it. They do not, therefore, conduct themselves 
properly. It is time, however, that Government issued a circular warning 
its officers against interfering in Congress politics. It is by no meavs 
desirable that Magistrates should lose the respect of the people. 
48. The same paper ae a Baboo Amrita peat ag the rag s 
the Hope newspaper, probably wrote his letter 
iether g Be tae 1 ama Fass gentle: 
man desirous of dealing a blow to Baboo Surendranath, but not in person. 
49. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 26th June, says that, whilst the 
iii lis Congress representatives in England are being 
ga as meomen"* treated with all honour by the British public, 
the officials in India regard the movement with the greatest animosity, and 
do not even scruple to violate the law in opposing it. 
50. The Samaya, of the 27th June, returns to the subject of Baboo 
| Amrita Lal Roy’s letter, and observes 9 
Baboo Amrita Lal Roy. follows:— | 
It is true that Baboo Amrita Lal Boy, 
who is an avaricious man, can do anything for the sake of money. Iti for 
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the sake of money that Baboo Amrita Lal joined a seditious movement in 
America, and thereby brought discredit on the people.of Bengal. On return- 
‘7 to India in 1887, he wrote for some time supporting the Congress 
saa He next asked Surendra Baboo to give him a teachership in his 
hod. But Surendra Baboo knew the extent of his scholarship and refused 
i make him a teacher in his school; ‘and from that time he has become 
an enemy of Surendra Baboo and of the Congress movement. Considering 
hat Baboo Amrita Lal has changed his views for the sake of money, the 
sriter will not wonder if he is again found in the ranks of the enemies of 
the British Government. ie 
51. The Surabhi-o-Patakd, of the 27th June, says that, however bad 
ue, Hopkins of Moradabad and the people of this country may consider the 
official lovalty. English people to be, there are still really good 
men among them; and that is why they are still prospering. As there are 
among them Lyttons and Lansdownes on the one hand, so there are Ripons 
and Northbrooks on the other. And so, among inferior officers, as there are 
lawless Lusons on the one side, so there are lawabiding Hopkinses on the 
other. While the acts of Mr. Luson are decreasing people’s respect for the 
British Raj, Mr. Hopkins’s decision in the case of Daniel Kelly is calculated 
to increase their regard for their English rulers. The words loyalty and dis- 
loyalty have their true application not in regard to the natives, but in regard to 
the Europeans. Just officers like Mr. Hopkins are truly loyal, for their acts 
tend to increase the pzople’s respect for the English, while those officers 
who cry loudest about loyalty, who send secret spies after men for the purpose 
of annoying and harassing them, who presume people’s guilt for the purpose of 
convicting them, who allow murderers to escape on technical grounds, and who 
promote officers who are guilty of oppressing the innocent, be they Governor 
or not, whether or not they act like those models of loyalty, the Irish officers, 
be they officers on Rs. 24 a month or on 24 lakhs of gy a month, are 
certainly not loyal men, but men who are untrue to their salt. 


SURABHI-0-PaTaKa, 
June 27th, 1890. 


52. The Uluberta Darpan, of the 28th June, draws the attention of U+7Bmnta Danrax 


River encroachment in the Uluberia the amla of the zemindar’s cutchery at Ulu- 
sub-division of the Howrah district. beria in the Howrah district to the encroach- 
ment of the river on the road on the east of the cutchery. Nearly one-half 
of the new embankment near the char of Phulesvara Bibi is washed away, and 
it is likely that there will be a large breach at the ensuing spring tide. And 
if a breach occurs, water will enter into Phulesvara and other villages. 
Srimati Durga Sundari and her manager are asked to attend to the matter. 

The people of India and their . 63. The Bangabési, of the 28th J une, 
English rulers. has the following :— 

Ill-feeling towards the ruler cannot but be prejudicial to the interests 
as well of the ruler as of the ruled, and must be particularly prejudicial to 
the interests of the ruled in India, where the ruler is so much more powerful 
than the ruled by virtue of his superior physical and intellectual strength. 

he English rulers of India can, if they are so inclined, easily oppress the 
people of India instead of protecting them from oppression. It would be 
very unwise, therefore, for the people of India to offend their rulers in any 
way, or to do anything which might awaken doubts about their loyalty in 
their rulers’ minds. It seems, however, that the people of India do not 
Clearly see the danger of the course they are now pursuing, or rather that 
Some designing men are doing their best to prevent them from seeing it. 

ut once the Government’s suspicions are aroused, and the people of India 
will be undone, The latter have to depend so much upon the favour and 
good will of their rulers, and have become so divided amongst themselves, 
that they can ill-afford at the present moment to incur the displeasure of the 
authorities, All faults on the part of the rulers ought to be connived at 
Y the people. But the question should be asked and determined—are the 
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people of India really faring badly under their Boglish rulers, and, if so, tg 
what is it ewing that they are faring badly ? There can be no doubt that 
they have their sufferings under the English rule. But it behoves the people 
of India to enquire and ascertain to which of the two factors in the adminis. _ 
tration of the country—the making and the enforcing of laws—those suffer. 
ings are principally due. The making of laws is certainly in the hands of the 
rulers, but their application or enforcement lies almost entirely in the hands 
of the people themselves, the bulk of Government appointments being held 
by natives. And it cannot be denied that the greater part of the eyjls 
under which the people of India labour arise from a wrong of perverse 
application or enforcement of the laws. Under the Income-tax Act, fop 
instance, incomes below Rs. 500 are exempted from the tax, but complaints 
are heard every day that people with less income than Rs. 500 are assessed ty 
the tax. Is this the fault of the Legislature, or of the native assessors to whom 
has been entrusted the application of the law? If the Government servants, 
of whom the majority are natives, were good and honest men, much of the 
oppression connected with English rule would disappear, The people of India 
have therefore to thank themselves for a great deal of their sufferings under 
that rule, And the men who are foremostin oppressing their countrymen 
for the purpose of pleasing their English masters are also the men who ciy 
first | most loudly that the English rule is oppressive in its character. 
Is this right ? 7 | 
54. The Samaj-o-Sahttya, of the 29th June, has the following about 
Baboos Amrita Lal Ray and Surendra Baboo Amrita Lal Ray :— 
Nath Banerjee. The Congressists are deceiving themselves 


by thinking that the publication of Baboo Amrita Lal Ray’s letter from 
America will be for their good. The publication is calculated ‘to involve 
them in danger. Nordid Mr. Digby do the Congress a good turn by the 
disclosure he made about Baboo Amrita Lal. if Mr. Digby’s object was to 


keep the name of the Congress unsullied, he was certainly mistaken in the 
means he adopted to carry it out. And his mistake will result in mischief to 
the Congress. Asfor Amrita Baboo’s share in the affair, he certainly com- 
mitted a grave, nay, a punishable offence, by writing the letter. But the 
writer does not see why he should be harassed for having written that letter 
when he has himself confessed his guilt, and asked for mercy. He cannot 
be blamed for having changed his views. And now when his political 
views have changed for the better, he can certainly expect to be excused 
or what he did at an early age and when his judgment was immature. 
No man can keep his views unchanged throughout his life, and it 18 
therefore very strange that almost the whole press is with one voice 
denouncing Baboo Amrita Lal. And bas Baboo Surendra Nath no motive 
in publishing the treasonable letter after having kept it suppressed for so 
longatime? Whoshall explain this mystery? Has not Surendra Baboo 
incriminated himself by suppressing the letter in the same way as Baboo 
Amrita Lal incriminated himself by writing it ? Newspaper editors should 
take note of this before they throw the entire blame upon Baboo Amrita 
Lal. 


55. The Dacca Gazette, of the 80th June, has heard serious charge? 
made against the Postmaster of Sonarung. 

pane Fostmaster of Sonarung inthe Pe jg said to be indolent and irritable and 
he harasses people in many ways. People 

cannot get a post-card or register a letter without calling several times at the 
post office, as the Postmaster is often absent on various pretexts. The people 
of the place twice drew the attention of the authorities to his conduct by son 
tions sent by post but not registered, and it is suspected that the £' t- 
master intercepted both the petitions. Two registered petitions have since 
been forwarded to the Postal authorities, but it is not yet known what action 
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heen taken upon them. If the charges against the Postmaster prove 
_° correct, he should be at once transferred. But the editor hopes to 
near that the charges are unfounded. 

56, The same paper has the following:—Baboo Amrita Lal Ray’s 

frankness is praiseworthy, and the explanation 
he has given of his past life ought to satisfy 
the public. The writer cannot help saying in 
this connection that, if Baboo Amrita Lal is to be believed, Baboo Surendra 
has certainly acted very inconsiderately in letting the public know of 
Baboo Amrita Lal’s letter to him. He has not only been guilty of a 
breach of etiquette, but has committed nothing less than an act of sacrilege 
by divulging the scope of a frank communication of the writer’s inmost 
thoughts. Certainly, this is not the way to satisfy one’s grudge against one’s 
enemy. The writer 1s forced to admit, though he does so not without regret, 
that the communication of the contents of Baboo Amrita Lal’s letter to Mr. 
Digby and others has been an act quite unworthy of one in Baboo Surendra 
Nath’s position. 
57. The Grdmvdst, of pre —y cry Mh = the cases of Baboo 
iene ad sutosh Sarkar, Deputy Magistrate of Dacca, 
Po ie Rom “ua Bebe and Baboo Jogendra Nath Mukerjee, Sub- 
Jeanie ee Oe Sub-Depuaty | Collector of Madhubani, and asks how 
will Government dare after this to entrust 
these immoral men with the work of protecting dharma and maintaining 
justice among men P. 
58. The Daintk-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 8rd July, says that the 
sculaihiees aad i indigo disputes in Jessore have not yet abated. 
inte. Ot he ryots still continue tobe harassed in the 
law-courts by the planters, and many of them 
have, therefore, resolved to leave their village. ‘The police hold the village 
of Benodepore almost in a besieged condition. The business in the law- 
courts is not yet diminished. The planters, on the one hand, are deter- 
inined to sow indigo, and the ryots, on the other, have made up their minds 
to stand as resolutely against its cultivation. 

This infamous indigo affair has cast a stain upon Sir Steuart Bayley’s 
name. Sir Steuart should not encourage the planters to ruin the ryots 
from a desire to be avenged upon Mr. Bradlaugh and the Congress, His 
Honour should think not only of this world but also of his hereafter. The 
Christian, too, has his hereafter. 

09. The Sahkdyogt, of the second fortnight of the month of Ashar, 
objects to the prostitutes in the town of Barisal 
walking every evening on the river bank. 
sa As the river bank is used as a place of recrea- 
tion in the evening by respectable people and school-boys, prostitutes should 
not be allowed to go there at that time. 

60. The same paper says that a certain high Government official at 
‘ Barisal is in the habit of getting himself in- 
fiver in he, ORNs a Government volved, at times, in the daladal of the town. 

This is certainly not creditable to bim. 


Amrita Lal Ray and 
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61. The Uriya and Navasamvedd, of the 11th June, is at a losa to find 


out what could be the probable cause of so 
many cases of incendiarism in a particular 


ae in Balasore town called Manikham, and draws the attention of the 
cal authorities to the same. , 


Fires in Balasore town. 
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62. The Samvddcchika, " 4 meg une, is very sorry to learn that 
se the Bengal Government has’ recommended 
The Durga Puja holidays. reduction of the Durga Puja holidays ‘ae 


twelve to four days. If the holidays are curtailed in the manner proposed 
a large number of ministerial officers will be deprived of the only opportunity 


that is afforded to them of visiting their families and friends in the mogt 
sacred and auspicious season of the year. 
68. Having learntfrom the Indian Mirror that the Government has 
issued orders to the Collectors of districts that 
geet yment of land revenue by zemin- gemindars of one district owning revenue- 
ars. 7 . - 
paying estates in another shall henceforward 
be required to remit their revenue to the latter district by money-order, the 
Dipaka, of the 14th June, observes that this procedure, if adopted, will prove 
a fruitful source of inconvenience to zemindars, who may be harrassed in 
various Ways. | 
64. The Utkaldipikd, of the 14th June, is sorry to find that the 
- jncome-tax, which is unpopular in its nature 
and utterly unsuited to the condition of the 
people of India, has found a firm footing in the administration of the country, 
and requests its abolition on as early a date as practicable. _ 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
_ Bengali Translator. 
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